
































































































































WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

September 6, 2007 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Mateo. Yeah. And, and, you know, as I said before, you 
know, when you want to get a Change in Zoning or a Community Plan Amendment or 
Project District Zoning in the application right now you're required to give us a water 
source supply and distribution analysis. An analysis means, you know, you're analyzing 
the data to show that, that you really have a viable source. Unfortunately, that doesn't 
happen, we've got several applications in front of us right now that don't have any, you 
know, anything but promises about water. They don't have any actual water. 

Not to mention how much land that's already entitled that doesn't have any water that 
could sneak up any day and say show me my water. And if we can't show them their 
water because they're entitled, we're possibly opening ourselves up to lawsuits. So it's 
time to take control of the situation. The other thing that we could do is a suggestion by 
Mr. Raatz was that we could change the bill to only be reflective of, or to only require the 
reliability proof to be presented at the subdivision level. So that we can at least get it out 
and get it, get a whole premise of the bill and all the criteria for, for proving reliability out 
into the community. And for those people who want to subdivide they're going to have 
to comply with it. 

And, and then, then as I was saying earlier to Ms. Baisa, say Wailea 670 gets passed 
through, they're still going to have to comply with this ordinance when they start 
subdividing. So that's one way to get the bill out and then we come back and make an 
amendment to amend it back to what we originally wanted which is, you know, show me 
the water before you get your entitlement, send that out to the Planning Commission, let 
them take a couple of months to review it and bring it back to us. So that in the 
meantime we've got something in place and, and then we can work on getting the rest of 
it the way we want it through the Planning Commissions. Because I just think that we're 
in a crisis situation, we don't know how much water we have. 

I mean that's unbelievable. And, and I live in South Maui and I don't know, you know, 
what you guys see where you're living, but I see all this new building, a huge housing 
development coming up. Well, I guess they have their own water. I think they're using 
the Maui Tech Parks, a new golf course centered housing development up by the Tech 
Park. So I think that they've got a well from them but all this other stuff down in Wailea, 
shoots there's, you know, hundreds of condominium units coming online, they don't have 
water yet. And they're ready, you know, for occupancy any day now from what I can 
see. And so where is that water going to come from? They certainly wouldn't have 
invested all the money in building it up ready for occupancy if they didn't have meters. 

And when they turn those meters on is, is the 10 percent restriction going to no longer be 
voluntary but be an actual restriction that could be even more than 10 percent, 20 percent, 
25 percent? We don't know that and, and I've asked since January to get these numbers 
from the Department and still they cannot give me the numbers. I asked again for this 
meeting to have the numbers and I was told I can't have them until October. So they're 
relying on the studies that USGS are doing and thank God for them. But hopefully, by 
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the next meeting we'll have those numbers, we'll know how many meters are being, have 
been issued that haven't been turned on yet. And we can get, you know, what our bank 
balance is. And to me that's critical, especially now that we know what, what the water 
balance is. 

So those are the options that we're going, I'm going to be exploring and I will present all 
of those options I just mentioned to you at our next meeting and we'll decide which way 
we want to go. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Brief comment from Corporation Counsel. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Mr. Kushi, would you like to make a comment? 

MR. KUSHI: No. Not really, Madam Chair. I, I would go along with whatever you said. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Is that a confirmation? 

MR. KUSHI: No. It's an agreement to agree to meet with you and work things out. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. 

MR. KUSHI: And again we apologize for the lateness and the informality of the response 
through the e-mail. We, we did have multiple meetings with your Staff and I felt it was 
kind of important to get something in writing to you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: I really appreciate it, Mr. Kushi, even though it was at the eleventh hour 
and, and it is informal but it, it does state your opinion and, and Corp. Counsel's opinion 
and, and we appreciate it. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Chair? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Mr. Pontanilla. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Thank you. As I understood this morning it doesn't 
affect family subdivisions? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Right. They're exempt. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: No. 
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COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Okay. How about 201H projects that were previously 
approved with 50 percent affordable housing and the, the other 50 percent, 49 percent. .. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: The way the bill is written right now? 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Yeah. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And this is something we need to look at because I think the comments 
made by testifiers this morning is pretty relevant in that if you don't have the water, you 
don't have the water whether it's for affordable housing or for high end housing. So, 
can't find my bill now, here we go, the way the bill currently reads is developments 
where 100 percent of the total number of units sold or rented to households earning less 
than 140 percent of the median income for the County of Maui is set forth by HUD. So 
we are exempting 100 percent affordable projects as it currently reads. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: I have a question for Corp. Counsel. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Sure. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Mr. Kushi, should Hale Mua, I guess, project go ahead 
what is the ramification in regards to that particular project and the proposed bill that we 
have before us? 

MR. KUSHI: Madam Chair, Member Pontanilla, as, if I recall correctly there were no 
exemptions for the Hale Mua project. And I believe they represented to this body that 
they would hook into our system. And there was no identifiable source so, so I, I 
consider them subject to this bill or, or, or to any bill such as this. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: And what's the liability on the County? 

MR. KUSHI: The liability? Well, they represented that they would hook, hook into our system 
at the time they, they're ready. So they knew what they were, they were doing. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Any potential lawsuits against the County? 

MR. KUSHI: Not on that one. In my feeling, not on that one. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Fine. Thank you. Thank you, Chair. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So did they say that ... the County said that they would have water or did 
they give them the standard no guarantee? 

MR. KUSHI: Again, my recollection is not, maybe not too clear, but I think it was a standard 
response that you take your chance when you apply. And there were no, to my 
knowledge, no public/private proposed agreements for source. 
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CHAIR ANDERSON: And see that's the thing that this bill is going to also, I think, in my 
opinion, is going to alleviate and that is the uncertainty. You know, I mean how, how 
much reliability can you have in, in doing something if you're told there's no guarantee 
for water. And then you go ahead with all your arrangements, your financing and what 
not and find out there's no water. And that also opens up questions of, you know, who 
gets the water and who doesn't? You know, I mean who makes that decision? So I think 
we need to look at the various different options we have here and, and you bring up a 
good point, Mr. Pontanilla, of those people that have currently been entitled who are 
depending on County water. You know, this bill is basically for everybody who's not 
using County water. So if, you know, if Hale Mua goes forward and gets ready to pay for 
their meters and they get their meters, that's the guarantee of the 20-year reliable source. 
Because the County isn't going to give you a meter and then turn around in five years and 
say, oops, there's not enough water for your meter. I hope they won't. Although the 
situation we're in right now brings up that question, doesn't it? 

COUNCILMEMBERMATEO: Yeah. Chairman? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Mr. Mateo. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Madam Chair, just based on the last comment I think, I think a 
subsequent bill should be "show me your title" as well. But that's another story. I just 
wanted to ask the, the, you know, Madam Chair, what your projected timeline is in order 
for us to be able to move something out of Committee? Are you looking at about a 
month or two? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: No. I'm hoping at our next meeting in two weeks we're going to have a 
choice. Either we keep the bill the way it is with whatever modifications we put into but 
basically the structure that we have right now which applies again for land use 
entitlements, changes in zoning, preliminary final subdivision, community plan 
amendments, all of those, as well as any other development that has not yet received 
meters. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: In other words, old land use entitlements that are sitting out there 
somewhere. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. No. That, that's really good, Madam, Madam Chair. 
Because I share, I share your urgency, especially at this point since we are virtually being 
bombarded by, you know, the, the large developments and no assurances whatsoever. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Right. 

- 68 -



WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

September 6, 2007 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: So I think the urgency for us is to, a law will provide that 
assurance that applications at least in terms of water availability will be complete ... 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: .. .in terms of submitting it to us and the County will have the 
opportunity to verify it. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: So, you know, it takes a lot of the leg work and a lot of the time 
in holding hearings and additional meetings. So, you know, it is an important piece of 
legislation that we really need to, to expedite. And I thank you for keeping to your, your 
schedule, Madam Chair. Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Member Mateo. I think that the suggestion we had from our 
Legal Analyst, David Raatz, is probably something that we should seriously look at 
because then we can get this out and start moving on, on the, you know, the basics, basics 
of this bill. And even though it only applies at the subdivision level at least it's out there 
and then we can work on it. I'm hoping that I'll also have in another, another bill, both 
bills concurrently can be worked on at the next meeting. We'll pass one out to the 
Planning Commission and we'll pass this one out to the, the other one out to the Council 
and they can both be working concurrently so we've got something going. 'Cause we are 
at a critical point and we don't know what our bank balance is. I mean it's just like 
writing blank checks. It makes no sense. So that's the direction I guess that we'll be 
going and any of the amendments that we need to make to Title 19 and Title 18, we'll 
also have a chance to get those worked out and we'll attach them as another section of the 
bill. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Okay. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay, ... (coughs) . .. , excuse me. So I appreciate everyone's patience 
on this and I'm sorry for the last minute snafu but that's how things work, right? The 
other thing I wanted to bring up is that, we, you know, we passed last term, Members, 
and I think you have a handout in front of you, not in your binder, it's something that was 
handed out this morning from--what was the date again, Kim? 

MS. WILLENBRINK: ... (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: No. No. No. The letter from Mr. Hokama. Here it is. Yeah. It's a doc 
trans dated August 23rd

, Members. Sorry, it's in your binder under WR-28. Sorry, I'm 
rushing. I should have said that we will now defer WR-13 until the next meeting. With 
no objections? 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (Excused: GB and MY) 
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ACTION: DEFER PENDING FURTHER DISCUSSION. 

ITEM NO. 28: WATER QUALITY (C.C. No. 06-182) 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And so we're going to bring up WR-28, the first item on the agenda. 
And you should also have the August 23rd memo from Chair Hokama and then this is the 
handout that is not in your binder. It's dated today, September, well actually, 
September sth and it's the Optimization Study, Up country Maui Drinking Water 
Treatment and Distribution System Optimization Study. And the reason I'm bringing 
this up, Members, is because last year and you'll see in the packet we received from the 
Chair, this is just easier reference having to go back through the binder and find it. It's a 
letter that the Chair has written to Director Eng regarding the resolutions that we, that we 
adopted last year requesting a review workshop on the Boyle Study on contamination in 
the Up country water supply, as well as, and basically that's the peer review that we asked 
for, for the Boyle Study. And then the other resolution we did was asking for the 
comprehensive performance evaluation from EPA for the Up country Surface Water 
Treatment Plants and, and water system. 

Since that time, Members, for various and a sundry of reasons, one being that the person 
who did the Boyle Report no longer works for Boyle so it'd be difficult for him to come 
and participate in a peer review. The EPA has been working with the Water Department 
and what they've done is come up with combining both of these two studies into one 
study. And basically I talked to Dr. Macler this morning, as a matter of fact, and this 
Optimization Study is basically the same thing as these two previous studies that we 
requested put into one study but it's, it's really customized for the Up country situation. 
And he's quite excited about it because he says this is, you know, the first time they've 
customized something to this degree for anybody. And so I think we're very fortunate. I 
just want to make perfectly clear that the, the Optimization Study ... (change 
tape, start 4B) . .. to effectuate the same thing that we asked for in the separate 
resolutions. And, and just to make that clear on the, on the Boyle peer review, what we 
request, the Council, be it resolved by the Council of the County of Maui that it hereby 
requests that a review workshop to evaluate the draft final report dated May '06 be 
facilitated by the appropriate Council Committees with assistance from the Up country 
Water Oversight Advisory Committee. So the idea was to have a review workshop to 
evaluate the draft final report. 

If you'll look at Page 1 of the Optimization Study, the second to the last sentence says, 
"This work plan addresses both the request for a comprehensive performance evaluation 
and a peer level review of the Boyle Engineering Study Report." So I just want to make 
it clear because, you know, the titles have changed. And I think one of the concerns that 
the Department had and, and that's another handout, Members, that should be on your 
desk, September 6th

, to me from Chair Hokama and it's transmitting Jeff Eng's response 
to his letter regarding these studies. One of their concerns was that a peer, a 
Comprehensive Performance Evaluation is typically performed when a surface water 

- 70 -



WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

September 6, 2007 

treatment plant is in violation of Federal or State water quality standards. And because 
the surface water treatment plants are not violating water quality standards the EPA's 
proposed effort, which was originally termed a modified CPA. .. CPE is now being called 
an Optimization Study. 

They don't want ... the Department I guess doesn't want any connection to the idea that 
they may be in any kind of violation. And, and it was made clear to me and I think in a 
letter some time ago last year from Dr. Macler that, that is not the intention of the EPA in 
anyway to come and do this study and, and then cite us for violations. So I just want to 
make that clear. If you'll see this, this Optimization Study, it says work plan draft 
8/31/07. When I spoke with Dr. Macler this morning, I said is this your final work plan, 
and he said it's final in that it is a dynamic document and when we come and start doing 
these workshops, then the plan will expand and change accordingly. But the purpose of 
the plan and the intended outcome will remain the same. So he has agreed to send us 
another one calling this the final work plan so that Chair Hokama feels confident that 
we're, we're getting a final work plan. Are there questions, Members, so far? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: And, Madam Chair, thank you. He's, that submission of the 
final work plan will be submitted? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: He told me he would submit it this morning so it's probably already 
down at Council Services. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you very much. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. Because we need, we need to have that in order to take care of the 
funding. And the other thing I wanted to put on the record, Members, is that, excuse me, 
in both of these resolutions we had allocated from Council Services $20,000 for each one 
of them, each, each reso. One for the peer review and one for the, the CPE, 
Comprehensive Performance Evaluation. Now that they're combined we are saving even 
more money even though we have $40,000 set aside it's not going to cost us anywhere 
near that. Because it's going to be a one-time trip and as I said these are scientists from 
all over the United States that are coming to do this. And, you know, just for the CPE 
alone the value of that is over $150,000 and we're getting it for expenses only. 

So I think we're very fortunate that they have this interest, that the Department is willing 
to cooperate with them and, and help in every way. And you know what that shows, that 
shows not only cooperation but confidence to the public that we're doing the best we can, 
you know, to instill some, some I think some strong confidence in the Department, in the 
County, in the water that we're supplying along with some of the capital improvement 
projects that we're doing. I think that we're going to really straighten things out and 
hopefully have not only better delivery but possibly additional water because of this 
study because it is meant to optimize what we have. So, Members, I'm going to ask if 
Mr. Yamashige has any comments he'd like to add to this discussion. He says no. 
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I know Director Eng has been working with Dr. Macler on this and our Staff. The other 
thing, you folks remember when we had Dr. Marc Edwards come, and he did the tabletop 
studies for us? He's also hopefully going to be able to come and participate in this. So, 
questions? Comments? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Comment. It's just great to have all this potential at a savings. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. Yeah. I think we're very fortunate to have this come our way and 
I just want to make sure that there are no last minute snafus. We ... these, these scientific 
professionals are coming from Region 6, two from Region 9, two from Region 6. And 
we want to make sure that they are treated with extreme professionalism by the County of 
Maui and the red carpet aloha treatment. That doesn't mean a high-end hotel, that means 
just, you know, total cooperation and aloha. So any other questions? Staff, is there 
anything I need to cover on this? Is everyone satisfied? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you. Okay. So, geez, we even have a half hour. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: I have a question. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: I could let you go early. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Question. Chair? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: On Day 11, you know, it's the briefing for the County 
officials, Department of Water Supply in a close out session. The public meeting, is that 
going to be, I guess the schedule is --

CHAIR ANDERSON: Excuse me. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: --this is not finalized as far as time like that, right? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: No. The days are pretty right on. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: But the public --

CHAIR ANDERSON: Because they ... 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: --meeting time? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: As far as when the public meeting is going to be? 
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COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Yeah, for Day 11. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Probably evening. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: I have actually charted that out on my calendar to see if we can't make it 
a Water Resource Committee meeting. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Good. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: But then I thought, well, maybe that's not going to work either because 
of the OIP opinion we can't have all the Council Members. So we're, we're working that 
out how it's going to happen. It might have to be a special Council meeting or just an 
evening meeting. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Policy Committee. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Sorry? 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Have it during the Policy Committee meeting. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: That's another possibility. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Mr. Pontanilla. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: I thought, I thought I'd pass something on to him too. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: I think the intention is to have an evening meeting. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Evening meeting. Okay. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. The other, well, the idea, Members, is this is, this is going to 
happen the 1 st of October and that's what the scheduling is so far. So there may be a 
possibility that we might have to change it. But so far I think October is going to work. 
They've already scheduled it, people have already been scheduled. The only hang up is 
whether or not we pay for their airfare and their hotel rooms up-front because that's 
basically what we're paying for, maybe another $1,000 in incidentals. But if we don't 
pay for it up-front and we use the reimbursement method, which is what I'm told Council 
Services is most comfortable with, then we be, may be facing a snafu. 

Because the EPA or the Federal Government's fiscal year ends September 30th and 
begins October 1 st. And because it's during that critical time they don't know that they 
can get approval for travel up-front in a timely way because it's right there at that time 
that they start a new fiscal year and they need authorization. So I'm hoping that we can 
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overcome that by just prepaying for their airfare and their hotel rooms and then we're 
home free. So I think, again, the sooner we get all this done the better. And, you know, 
government does move slowly and I hope the public understands we're doing the best we 
can with the constraints we have. We have to follow the law, we have to follow the 
procedures that are in place. So any other comments on that issue? Okay. Then I'm 
going to defer that item and hopefully have a report to give you at the next meeting. No 
objections? We'll defer WR-28. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (Excused: GB and MY) 

ACTION: DEFER PENDING FURTHER DISCUSSION. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: You know, since we're on the subject now that I've deferred it. I'm 
going to ask Mr. Yamashige on the record if he could please provide us with the Water 
Quality Assessment Reports that the Up country Advisory Committee has been asking for. 
These are public documents and we would like to get them prior to the EPA coming for 
their study so that the members of the Up country Advisory Committee who are willing to 
put in the time and effort in reviewing these studies will have them when the EPA comes 
and meets with them for their workshop. Mr. Yamashige, can we get those studies from 
you, or assessments? 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: Yeah. I believe it was requested ofMr. Eng so I'm sure it will be done. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: You're sure they'll be done? In case the record didn't catch that. He 
said he's sure they'll be done. 

MR. YAMASHIGE: Because it was--

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank. .. 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: --requested of Director Eng, right? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: Okay. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you very much. 

ITEM NO. 1: WATER SUPPLY RULES (e.c. No. 05-46) 

CHAIR ANDERSON: The Water Use and Development Plan, Members, I had that or what, 
wait, the Water Supply Rules, I had that on the agenda because I wanted us to have time 
to discuss the drought declaration and draw your attention to again WR-l. I'm sorry. 
I've lost track of my organized mess here since I went to lunch. But we do have a bill on, 
for WR-I from Riki Hokama, Chair of the Council, and I don't see it in front of me, 
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WR-1. I think I pulled it out. Oh, good. Good. Good. Thank you. So that's going to be 
in your little blue binder, gang. WR-1 we took the, excuse me, the salient point ... parts of 
the Water Supply Rules out of the big binder and we finally got them all codified except 
for one chapter, right? Mr. Kushi, did you get the, the last chapter done yet or not? 

MR. KUSHI: Not, not yet. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Not yet? Okay. So we only have one, one more chapter that we're 
waiting for. But if you, if Members will go to the back of the blue binder and go in and 
find the July ... June 29th document from Mr. Hokama. It's his version of Chapter 14.06 
regarding control of water usage during periods of drought. Found it yet? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. Basically, this is what is already in the rules, Members. Except in 
the current rules the authority for declaring the drought was with the Board of Water 
Supply and now it's with the Director. Chair Hokama feels that the Council should have 
authority to declare a drought. And this is how it reads, at anytime when the water 
supply becomes inadequate in any area in the County because of a period of drought, the 
Director of Water Supply after consultation with the Board of Water Supply, ... (coughs) 
... , excuse me, and with Council's approval by resolution may declare a drought to exist 
in such area. 

Now that's for us to decide whether or not we want the Council to be a part of it. I know 
the Director of Water Supply is not in concurrence with that. He wants to have the 
authority to do it and without Council oversight. His response is the August 1 letter, the 
very last entry I think. Yeah. In your binder, in your blue binder. And basically what he 
says from the Department's standpoint any declaration of drought would be based on an 
evaluation of the current operating and demand conditions within a water system. 
Therefore, the Department believes it is solely an operational decision and not a policy 
decision. And the Department further believes that the declaration of drought must solely 
be a decision of the Director of Water Supply with approval by the Mayor. 

So those are two different points of view that we have to consider. The other thing is, 
and I think the first thing we need to consider actually is what are the drought guidelines. 
And you will see attached, attached to the August 18t letter, ... (coughs) . .. , excuse me, 
the new drought guidelines which we had asked for some time back and so Director Eng 
has forwarded to us an updated version. They're basically the same with some minor 
changes as what has previously existed. And you'll see there's a trigger for, the various 
triggers for a drought watch and this is for Up country. Then various triggers for a 
drought warning, and then the next step is a drought emergency and what those triggers 
are. And this is all geared to the Up country system, Members, but now for the first time 
in the history of Maui County we have a drought in Central Maui. So I guess we need 
triggers for that too. 
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So I'm going to be asking the Department to supply us with those triggers also. And, you 
know, just in passing I had a brief discussion with Director Eng last night when we were 
in Lahaina, and you know, what really brought this voluntary restriction of 10 percent is 
the USGS studies. I mean you cannot look at those studies and not be alarmed and not 
take some action, you know, even it's a minor action to see if you can't stop the trend 
that's happening right now. So I think what we're going to need to do is look at some 
drought conditions for Central Maui and I don't know if even drought is the proper term. 
Maybe water conservation is the proper term. Mr. Mateo. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah. Madam Chair, thank you very much. And I think that is 
the more appropriate term. Because I'm of the opinion when an area is under a drought 
situation, an actual drought situation, I'm really of the opinion that the rest of the island 
should go on a conservation mode. Because, you know, it, it affects one district and the 
reality is, you know, at times we talk about all these different aquifers. We don't know, 
you know, so if we're going to put limitations because of drought on one particular area, 
then the whole island should go on some kind of a conservation. Because, you know, it's 
not only the right thing to do, it is really starting to address the total water situation and 
it's not about I live on one end of the island and, and Upcountry's situation doesn't effect 
me. The reality is it does. And conservation as, you know, the, the words you use, 
Madam Chair, I think is more than appropriate and it really should expand into requiring 
conservation action on all the other districts when one is impacted. Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. Thank you very much, Mr. Mateo. You know, drought generally 
suggests that there's not enough rainfall. But that isn't necessarily the situation, I haven't 
heard anybody say ... Mr. Yamashige, can you confirm or deny that there is not enough 
surface water for the County Surface Treatment Plant off lao? Because I have not heard 
that, that the surface water is diminished. 

MR. YAMASHIGE: Was that a question? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: No. The, the source water for the lao Treatment Plant is not diminished. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Has not diminished? 

MR. YAMASHIGE: No. But it is an inconsistent source. So it's hard to get a long-term trend. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: But it's not diminished. In other words, we're still servi ... servicing the 
same amount of water through that treatment plant, right? 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So it isn't really a drought situation. It is ... 
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COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Conservation. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Sorry? 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Your word. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Conservation situation and, and, and it's really, I mean let's just say it, 
it's an over, over-pumping situation is what it is. And that is really scary. So what we're 
going to be bringing forward is, you know, we asked for conservation, a conservation 
plan from the Board and it just didn't go far enough, it wasn't detailed enough. So we're 
working on expanding it and one of the things I'm hoping that I'll have a bill for you 
folks at the next meeting to start considering various conservation measures, talking 
about restricting water, irrigation during the daytime hours. I mean, even the County 
over at the Lahaina Civic Center they were watering in midday. You know, that's just 
not smart and there's no reason why we can't have water at night. Although some, a 
neighbor of mine said the reason she doesn't like to water at night is because if one of her 
sprinklers has a blow-out or something, then the water just gushes all night long and she 
doesn't know. But I see so many places where sprinklers, you know, they're all 
automatic. So I think that there's something that we can do in regards to, to that, just that 
alone in saving so much water from evaporation that's wasted during the day. 

I want us to look at what it's going to cost and I'm, I'm trying to get some information 
from Wastewater on what it's going to cost to get gray lines to the hotels. On the West 
Side I think they're kind of setup, it wouldn't be that much for them to do it, also on the 
South Side. Because if they're not, if we're not using 100 percent of that R-l water, then 
shame on us. And if it's just a matter of transmission lines, then we got to figure out how 
to do it. And if that means requiring the hotels to pay a share of it, then I think we need 
to do that because they're using the bulk of our water. During budget we got some 
information when we had Chair Pontanilla's budget meeting this last session in regards 
to, you know, they had the water rate increases so we were able to get a lot of information 
then. And, you know, we've got some hotels that are using just astronomical amount of 
water. And I'm going to try to find out if there's a way they can identify how much of 
the water is irrigation water as opposed to in-house water because that could be another 
savings for us. And then we have to look at --

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Chair, question? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Because we have Environmental Management on one 
side and Water Department on the other side. In regards to the gray line, I think both 
Departments need to work together and, and make it a priority between themselves. As 
far as the funding probably as, you know, it should be both Departments going for, you 
know, some, the funding actually to put in this gray line. Sometimes, you know, we miss 
it because of who's responsible --
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CHAIR ANDERSON: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: --to do the, the budget, the cost estimate. And then some 
of. .. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So it's sort oflike a shared thing. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Shared goal. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yes. Because, you know, it's to both of their advantages to, 1 don't 
know what it is on the West Side. 1 don't know if, 1 don't know if I've heard, 1 think, 
well, 1 do know on the South Side, 70 percent of the reclaimed water is being put in 
injection wells. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: So one of the areas on the South Side as 1 understand it 
is at Monsanto that's located north of Kihei. At one time they utilized about a million 
gallons of potable water for irrigation. And maybe it should be a goal that extending that 
gray line up to that particular point because that's a million gallons, you know, that's a lot 
of water. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Are you, you talking North Kihei like towards the intersection of 
Mokulele and --

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Yes. Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 'Cause they, Monsanto does have an operation right above the 
treatment plant. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Right. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And they got a line that goes right there. So we just have to do it, there's 
no way ... 1 guess someone could do a cost benefit analysis to see, you know, how much 
we invest in the, in the lines and how long it's going to take to payoff. But, you know, 
when you're out of water --

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Yeah. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: --all of a sudden something that looks very expensive becomes an 
economical solution. 

So that's the direction, Members, I'm sorry we didn't have more to take action on today. 
But we got some snafus here that 1 guess could not be helped. The, the goal at our next 
meeting is to have water balance figures because I'm, I'm, I'm not going to say okay 
we'll wait another month because we've been waiting since January and we're now in 
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October. And it's inexcusable that the Department cannot give us a system balance for 
each of our systems. So that will be forthcoming at our next meeting and I hope that we 
will have at least a basic bill on water conservation. And if any of you have any ideas 
that you'd like to bring forward please share them. 

You know, I find it kind of incongruous that we should be allowing water features that 
evaporate 10,000 gallons a day of water when we don't have water for our people to 
build homes so we need to look at that too. You know, this is not a play land for people 
who with lots of money to come and live out their fantasy only. It's our home and so we 
want to make sure that the resident's needs are met first. And if that means turning off, 
you know, a waterfall that is wasting potable water, oh, well, and they can put in a gray 
line and use non-potable water and that's, that's the choice. 

So I'm pretty worn out after last night and this morning. So if there's any another other 
comments that Members want to make now is the time otherwise I think we should 
adjourn our meeting. 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: We've got a big day tomorrow too. Vice-Chair Danny Mateo will be 
running our meeting as our Council Chair is off island and we appreciate him stepping in, 
taking the reigns, getting us through another day. Any comments from any Staff or 
Members? 

ITEM NO.4: WATER USE AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN (C.c. No. 05-38) 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you all for being here I appreciate it very much. We were all 
setup to go with some presentation here but I guess it's better to be prepared just in case 
than it is not to be. We'll do that next time ... . (change tape, start 5A) . .. Ms. Hamman, 
Ms. Willenbrink, Ms. Sakamoto, Mr. Kushi, Mr. Yamashige, we appreciate you all being 
here for this long day. Water Resource Committee meeting of September 6th is now 
adjourned. . .. (gavel) . .. 

ADJOURN: 2:52 p.m. 

Water Resources Committee 

wr:min:070906 Transcribed by: Daniel K. Schoenbeck 
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